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Life Experience That Influcnces My Impact
1 grew up in East Orange, New Jersey, East Orang is a city that is predominately
populated by people of African descent. Being raised in this community made me realize that
many of my life experiences have contributed to my ideology about commumnity empowerment
and preservation. Early life experiences such as helping my grandfather and grandmother on the
campaign trail when they ran for city council, being raised by a single mother, and having a
father diagnoscd with ALDS have helped me to start cstablishing what I wanted to do
professionally. Now that T am a wife, mother and have been active in the worklorce, my
experiences have evolved my ideology due to having a better understanding of my community's
needs, I want to assist my community using my transformational and authentic leadership skifls.
When I think about what 1 want my future impact to be embedded in, it is recstablishing the
value and idenlity that exists within my community, These culfural revelations within the black
community can lead to internal liberation as long as multiple positions of the community come
together in solidarity. T spoke to the mayor of East Orange, Ted Green, about revitalizing my
street and the public health issue that comes along with having abandoned homes in black
communitics. Afler our conversation in April 2020, this led to him addressing the two abandoned
houses on my street in Hast Orange. The mayor explained his ideas for urban planning and how
he intends to revitalize the city. Now in April 2021, one of the houses is completely renovated
and has a family of color living in the home, and the other house has begun renovations, The

mayor gave the homebuyers a deadline when the house has to be completed with a certificate of
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inspirational and so that I can provide an impactful change to the community that leads to an

occupaney (o receive a local grant. T want my [uture profession in Social Work to be

everlasting understanding of worth,

Understanding my community's history with housing discrimination makes me aspire to
assist people living in inner cities, primarily Essex County, with owning a home that is
maintained financially and aesthetically.

Experiences with Marginalization

Being an African American woman in the United States has exposed me to a lifetime of
marginalization. When [ was in high school was when | began to realize I was a part of a
marginalized group and then soon realized me being black and a woman increased the amount of
marginalization that I received in society. The education system was the first social institution
that exposed me to this neglect by overlooking my disadvantages and not seeing the value in
rectifying my impulsive behavior, 1 stifl recall going to Clifford J, Scott, the same high school
my mother went {o, and seeing her name in the textbook that | was issucd, from the seventies.
This was shocking because of several issues. The primary issue was because the district had not
bought new books since my mother went to the school. That spoke to the lack of resources the
school had and the students received.

Needless to say, 1 did not receive my diploma and dropped out of high school, now in
hindsight, I understand the system was not supplied or intended for me (o succeed. Afler
receiving my GED, I went to Essex County College, and soon my boyfriend was killed by gun
violence and, his murder remains unsolved. 1 later began working in banks and retail taking

entry-level positions to pay my rent and other bills. Due to the hardships of tife, [ failed out of
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school and began Lo focus on working and being promoted to retail management rather than
focus on my education and career development.

After getting married and becoming a mother, I realized the importance of education and
how I wanted more for my children. So I decided to return to school and [inish my Associate
degree [rom Essex County College. After completing the two-year program, I then transferred to
Rutgers Newark Social Work Program because I wanted to become a social worker to help
people who have experienced similar sociocconomic issucs and attempt to overcome them. As a
wife, mother, community activist, and homeowner, [ intend (o add a social worker to my list of
titles. I do not receive much financial support for my education when it comes to "frcc money,"
so this scholarship would be very beneficial to me. I currently have a 4.0 GPA at Rutgers
University and I intend to apply for (he Social Work Master Program to continue my education
and receive my social work licensure from the state. This scholarship will help me financially to

continue abtaining my goals of empowering my community by empowering mysclf,




